Evaluation of urinary cytology of male sexual partners of women with cervical intraepithelial neoplasia and human papilloma virus infection.
Condylomas of the genital tract can be found in 70% of patients who have cytologic evidence of human papilloma virus (HPV) infection or mild epithelial dysplasia (CIN I). Most male sexual partners of women with overt or subclinical HPV infections have no visible condylomas. Presently, there is no therapy for subclinically infected male partners. A screening test capable of detecting such HPV infections in males would be of value should effective therapy be discovered. Fifty-four men who were the current sexual partners of women with visible condylomata acuminata or with cytologic evidence of subclinical HPV infection or cervical neoplasia were asked to give a urine specimen for cytologic examination. The cytologist had no knowledge of the cytologic or histopathologic findings in the female partners. Of the 54 women, 39 (72%) had either visible genital condylomas or cytologic evidence of mild dysplasia or of HPV infection with or without mild dysplasia (CIN I). Twenty-five (63%) had histologic evidence of HPV infection with or without mild dysplasia. With one exception, urinary cytologic preparations from the study and from the control males were negative. No correlation could be found between cervical cytology and histology in the females and urinary cytologic findings in their current male partners. At the present time there is no screening test that can be utilized to detect male carriers with subclinical disease.